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Making a Difference One Family at a Time

ReStore to Relocate!

The Habitat ReStore will reopen after the Christmas Break at our
brand new location. On January 2, 2012, we will open the doors
at 350 Malvern Avenue, the former Gary Thorson Furniture
Store, and bring in a new era at this fabulous location. Look for
more news about our Grand Opening coming soon.
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# This must be the right place, I thought, as I drove up Donors 6

& Newton Street and the Whittington Valley Neighbor-

_"' hood. The gray house with maroon shutters was the

¢ only one on the block that looked finished. I checked Apostle Build 7

the address, yep, 104 Newton, that’s the information I

§ received. As | waited for Jackie Ferguson, the new

*¢ home owner to arrive, I sat in my car, look-

4 ing at the new yard and the beautiful shrubs

that had been planted. The purple crepe

myrtle in the front yard was already bloom-

ing. A dogwood tree which looked well es- |

tablished had been saved when the lot was

Jackie and her family are cleared. Good-eye from those who cleaned

all smiles on her new front off the lot, I thought. Small shrubs lined the
porch! front porch and the front of the house, neatly

trimmed with red mulch and monkey grass. Members of the “Sew What uiltin
I stopped and thanked God for the many people who were involved in "5 5 ganization present Jacki eg
helping this family build this beautiful new home. with her new handmade quilt.
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Ferguson Dedication, cont.

hood when it is all finished, I thought to myself. When the family ar- =5
rived, kids of all ages climbed out of the car carrying ice cream treats. \
We quickly connected as we shared how both of our families had
been to church on this hot Sunday, then out to eat, and finished off
the meal with an ice cream treat.

As we climbed the stairs of the front porch and moved from the hu-
mid outside to the cool air conditioned living room, I thought Jackie
Ferguson looked too young to have four children.

A member of the Whittington Park Neigh-
Two of the girls are Jackie’s nieces. “Kiaera will be in the 7" grade borhood Association welcomes Jackie
and Kanesha is going into the 3™ grade,” Jackie explained. “My niec- with a gift bag.

es were living with my mother until she died in January of 2008. 1

became their legal guardian in September of that year.”

Thank goodness for Habitat for Humamty Jackie got involved with Habitat the way most people do. She

: heard about the program from friends, went to the orien-
tation meeting , and sent in her application. That was in
2009. In 2010, Jackie got a letter telling her she had been
o accepted as a new homeowner.

MW Jackie and son, Malachai started working on their sweat
equity hours right away. “I loved the whole process,”
Jackie said. “We painted, primed, put up the Styrofoam
(board), and put in insulation. It was a great learning ex-
: : : : perience. You get a chance to be hands-on with your
John Goodman, surrounded by volunteers, presents oy home. And it’s yours! Malachai helped build the
Jackie the keys to her new house. ’
first four walls of our home. He loved that.

Jackie’s home was sponsored by St. Joseph’s Mercy Health Center. Her home dedication was Saturday, July
9. She was given a beautiful quilt donated to her family by the Sew What Quilting Club. “We received a
beautiful picture painted by Dorothy Guthrie, dishes and silverware from the Community of Christ church, a
Bible from Habitat, and the Rice Depot donated several boxes of food and a box of cleaning supplies. It was
all very nice.” As I left the lovely home, I couldn’t help but think, mission accomplished. Another special
family has received a wonderful gift from a community that cares about those in need. God bless you, Jackie
Ferguson and family. But then I thought, He already has.

Happy Holidays from the
Garland County
Habitat for Humanity Staff!
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Partner Family Recruitment Huge Success

On September 17, 2011, more than 200 people ability to make an affordable mortgage payment on a
jammed into the Parish Hall at St. Luke’s Episcopal 20 year, interest-free mortgage; and the willingness to
Church for thePatner Family Application Work- partner with Habitat for Humanity in contributing more
shop. “This was the largest group we have ever had  than 250 hours of “sweat equity” work building their

in attendance to learn about how to apply for the own home and the homes of other Partner Families who
Habitat for Humanity homeowner program”, said have been selected for the program. Recommenda-
volunteers from the Family Selection Committee. tions from the selection committee for the best quali-
Applicants are selected based on three fundamental ~ fied applicants will be submitted to the Board of Direc-
criteria: Need for decent, affordable housing; the tors at their January meeting.

Executive Director’s Corner

John Goodman

ON THE ROAD AGAIN...

Here we are, on the road again, pursuing this goal of walking across America as \
“Ambassadors for Habitat”. Two guys, with a combined age of 134, truly believing that it can be done. I
was walking and pondering (lots of pondering time out here on the road) this matter of confidence. There’s
just no substitute for believing. Dick and I both carry small cans of pepper spray to protect us from vicious
animals that might have intentions of chewing on our legs. I’ve unsheathed mine several times in over 2,000
miles, but thankfully I’ve never had to spray it. In fact, it may not even work anymore. I bought it back in
2007. That doesn’t matter. I really believe it will work, and so when I do hold it in my hand, I can face the
meanest critter with confidence. Confidence matters!

Whether you are chasing a dream, pursuing a degree, attempting to rebuild
a life or marriage, facing health issues — you gotta have an unshakeable
faith, a confidence, a strong belief in God and confidence in yourself. Oth-
erwise, dreams die, life stagnates, and the sparkle takes leave. When this
Coast to Coast journey is over, | may try that pepper spray on Dick’s dog.
Probably not. I believe I will just keep on believing. That’s really what faith
is — “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

Check out our weekly
Coast to Coast updates New &
on our website! Visit us

at www.habitatgc.org  for
all the latest news and
information!

Improved!

Samantha Goodman, a sophomore from Hot Springs High School and
John Goodman'’s granddaughter, presents John with a check to Habitat
for Humanity. She completed a summer bake sale at the Farmer’s Mar-

ket with a goal of donating the money to the Coast to Coast Walk.
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Home Sweet Home...Again!
Have you had a chance to drive down Whittington Avenue, past the Arkansas Alliga-

; tor Farm, past Whittington Apartments, to Newton Street? Located on Newton Street

5 is the site of the newest Habitat for Humanity village. Without a formal name, this

- i little neighborhood consists of six new houses that sit on Newton, Regal, and Hem-

~ bree Streets. The houses, all built in close proximity, are dressed in an array of beauti-
ful colors.

L
i N - Latoya Duncan is the new owner of the first house located at 112 Newton Street. Her
Ry yellow home with brown shutters sits next door to Jackie Ferguson, the first home-
owner on this new block. Like Jackie, LaToya is a single mom raising four children,
I one son and three girls. Daughter, Keoshua, is seventeen and a junior th1s year. Son,
Chayvon, is fifteen and a freshman. Both
teens attend Hot Springs High School. Daugh-
ter, Akina, is fourteen and attends the eighth §
N U grade at Hot Springs Middle School. The
LaToya and her family - youngest member of the family is Raekeva.
‘Z:SZZJZC;”Z%?CZZ eﬂfrff She is eight years old and attends third grade
their new front porch! at Gerdner School. The family stays busy
carting the children back and forth to school

events.

An artist from Brush Strokes gives
Latoya a beautiful new piece of art for
her home.

LaToya balances her busy family with her full time job at Canyon
Springs Health and Rehabilitation Center located on Park Avenue.
She is a certified nurse’s aide with over ten years experience.

I asked LaToya to tell me about her experience with Habitat. “We lived in an old rent house for seven years,
and the utilities were very high. I heard about Habitat from a friend of mine, who is a Habitat homeowner.”
Soon afterwards, LaToya went to an orientation meeting to fill out an application. “I bet there were three hun-
dred people there that day,” LaToya said. “That was September 2010. About three months later, I got a letter
that said I had been chosen to be a partner family.”

LaToya and her family were able to help her collect her sweat equity hours required by each new homeowner.
“When we were working, we painted, carried off debris, put insulation under the house. We did a little of eve-
rything. We even held up the walls while they were nailed in place,” LaToya said.

Because the family is large, the Duncans have a four bedroom home. Other amenities include beautiful wood
laminate flooring, black granite counter tops, beautiful landscaping, yard and garden tools, lawnmower, and
various other household products donated by community groups.

= “We feel very fortunate,” LaToya shares. “Words can’t explain how
L thankful I am. I’m truly, truly thankful to everyone who had a part

- in this.” Advance Care Hospital sponsored the Duncan home and the
National Park Community College carpentry class built it.

LaToya said her family had already had many large family get-
togethers in her new home. The spacious home was beautifully dec-
gl orated and was the perfect place for a family gathering. From all of
us in the Habitat family, we congratulate you, LaToya and family,
for receiving your beautiful new home. We pray that God might
continue to bless your family as you enjoy your new home.

Representatives from the Sew What Quilt-

ers Bee present LaToya with a new quilt L.
i for her ;{Ome, 1 —Vicki Crabtree



Meet Dave Witchger.
Dave has been a Habitat
volunteer for about 15
years, after retiring from
Indianapolis in 1995.
Dave and his family
moved from Indianapo-
lis to Hot Springs Vil-
lage in 1998. Before
that, they lived in
Kanas, Connecticut, Japan, Taiwan
and Virginia. He has consistently
volunteered about four hours a
week since his start.

Volunteer Spotlight

Dave considers his

volunteer specialty to

== be the framing of the

M= houses. However, he is

- happy to work wherev-
er he is needed—

. including painting and

. installation of insula-

- tion.

'Dave enjoys volunteer-
ing for Habitat for several reasons.
He feels Habitat helps out deserv-
ing people who are in need. He
also enjoys working and meeting

other dedicated volunteers. Fur-
thermore, Dave loves the fact that
the work keeps him mentally and
physically active.

Dave’s best memory as a volunteer
is his first home dedication. “It
was very moving and showed me
what a worthwhile program Habi-
tat for Humanity is.”

Habitat is so lucky to have such a
dedicated and long-term volunteer!
Thanks Dave for your years of
commitment!

Habitat Appreciates Homeowners!

Approximately 35 homeowners dropped by the
Habitat for Humanity office for cookies and
punch and to draw for the chance of winning a
month’s mortgage payment. Prizes ranged from
$1 to $100, but alas, the grand prize remained
unclaimed.

o AL

Ruth Smith, Vice-
President of Habitat
Board of Directors

Sherry Tilley,
Highland Street

Niesha Vinson,

Shaw Village

ted!
Please join us for the Home Dedication of Camille Hannah and her daughter
on December 3rd at 11:00am at 206 Regal Street.

You’re |l nvi




_ Join us Online!

The Garland County Habitat for Humanity now has two new ways for you to always stay in
contact with us! Check out our new and improved website at www.habitatgc.orgind join us on
Facebook at Garland County Habitat for Humanity. You’ll be able to read about current
events, view pictures and stay connected!

DONORS

Garland County Habitat for Humanity is grateful to the following businesses and individuals who have gener-
ously donated time, property and/or materials for our work this quarter. We are where we are today because
of you and our many volunteers!

Advanced Care Hospital

A.H.I. Stoneworks of Hot Springs (granite cabinet
tops for Shaw Village homes)

Arkansas Rice Depot

B & F Engineering

Bruce McPhee, attorney (services to prepare and
execute all Habitat mortgages, promissory notes
and statements)

Brush Strokes

The Bug Man

McCauly Services (termite treatment)

Carol Sikorski, Garland Co. Title

City of Hot Springs (waiver of permit fees)

Coca Cola (bottled water)

Community of Christ Church

Duncan Messersmith & Associates (accounting
services)

First States Investors (office space)

Master Gardeners

Hot Springs Home Builders Association
Hunter Douglas (mini blinds)

John Vines, attorney (legal services)
Project Hope

Mountain Valley Spring Water

Terry Diggs, attorney (legal services)
Sew What? Quilting Bees

Square D Electric (circuit breakers, et al)
St. Josephdés Mercy Heal th
The Blind Lady

Wendy Wilson, website designer

Whirlpool Corporation

Window Mart

Valspar Paint

VFW

Yale Locks (locks for houses)
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Apostle Build Underway

The 2012 Apostle Build Project is underway in Garland County and the new
home is coming along great! The Apostle Build is a partnership that allows in-
dividual churches to join together to fund and build a home for a deserving lo-
cal family. As Jesus’ original apostles were charged with spreading the word
about Jesus, our “apostles” are charged with
assisting in Habitat’s mission to provide de-

& cent shelter for God’s children.

_ To date, seven churches have signed on to be
= 2 part of the build. Christ of the Hills UMC,
8 Presbyterian Kirk of the Pines, Sacred Heart
B of Jesus Catholic, Lake Valley Community,
. First Baptist Church, Holy Trinity Episcopal : :
Members Of Lake Valley Commu- and the Lutheran Churches of Hot Springs and Hot Sprlngs Village have all
Cr;llty Church and the Lutheran joined together in this year’s Apostle Build. Every church has sent a team of
urches of Hot Springs Village
enjoy a small break during work volunteers each week to work on the house. The best part of the Apostle
on a Saturday morning. Build is witnessing a deserving partner family fulfill a lifelong dream!

Members of Lake Valley Commu-
nity Church work together to
build the Apostle Build 2012

Habitat home on Saturday, No-
vember 5th. The volunteer crew
had a great day for building!

Welcome home, Sherry! On Saturday, October 22, Habitat
welcomed Sherry Hutson and her son to their new home on
Regal Street. Habitat was proud to dedicate its 93rd home

in Garland County.

Be sure to check out the next Habitat Happenings for the
complete dedication story! You can also view additional pic-
tures of Sherry’s dedication on our website at

wwuw.habitatgc.org.

TT e
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Garland County
Habitat for Humanity

P.O. Box 171
Hot Springs, AR 71902-0171

Phone: 501-623-5600

ReStore: 501-321-4241
www.habitatgc.org

Like us on
Facebook at
GCHFH!
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