
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I OWE A HUGE DEBT OF GRATITUDE TO SO MANY WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 

COAST TO COAST WALK FOR HABITAT. AMONG THOSE AT THE TOP OF THE LIST ARE: 

RUTH GOODMAN. THIS AMAZING LADY HAS BEEN “MOVING ON DOWN THE ROAD” WITH ME 

FOR OVER 46 YEARS. HER COMMITMENT TO THE NOMADIC RV LIFESTYLE REQUIRED FOR THIS 

CRAZY ENDEAVOR WAS UNWAVERING, AND I AM SO THANKFUL FOR HER PARTNERSHIP.  

DICK MATTSON. I AM SO GRATEFUL THAT DICK WAS MY WALKING PARTNER. WE SPENT 

HUNDEREDS OF HOURS TOGETHER WALKING THE ROADS OF AMERICA, AND I GOT TO KNOW 

HIM PRETTY WELL. DICK IS A MAN OF INTEGRITY AND TRUE GRIT. A FRIEND FOR LIFE. 

CAROL MATTSON. CAROL SIGNED ON AS A MEMBER OF THE SUPPORT TEAM WITH AN 

UNDERSTANDING THIS WAS GOING TO BE AN 8-MONTH ADVENTURE. IT TURNED INTO A 3½ -

YEAR CHALLENGE. CAROL’S DEDICATED SUPPORT WAS CRITICAL TO THE TRIP’S SUCCESS. 

BART DICKERSON. BART GENEROUSLY DONATED AN AMPLE SUPPLY OF THE FINEST NEW 

BALANCE WALKING SHOES TO BOTH DICK AND ME. WHAT AN ESSENTIAL GIFT! HE ALSO 

PROVIDED US WITH NEW BALANCE SOCKS AND WIND BREAKERS FOR OUR JOURNEY.  

BOB WALL. MY GOOD FRIEND, BOB WALL, DIED IN THE MIDDLE OF OUR WALK, BUT EVERYTIME 

I SEE ORANGE, I WILL REMEMBER BOB.  HE PROVIDED A SUPPLY OF BRIGHT ORANGE SHIRTS, 

HATS AND HEAVY COATS FOR OUR TREK. WE WERE CERTAINLY VISIBLE THANKS TO BOB. 

JERRY AND CINDY SCHULTZ. THIS COUPLE’S HIKE ACROSS AMERICA AND THEIR SUBSEQUENT 

BOOK, “SOLEMATES” INSPIRED OUR “COAST TO COAST WALK FOR HABITAT”. THEIR 

FRIENDSHIP, ADVICE AND ENCOURAGEMENT DURING THE WALK WERE INVALUABLE. 

EVERYONE WHO GAVE MONEY.  GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE “COAST TO COAST 

WALK” HELPED PAY FOR THREE HABITAT HOUSES IN HOT SPRINGS. THANKS TO ALL WHO GAVE. 

MY FANTASTIC STAFF. THE GARLAND COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY STAFF IS ONE OF THE 

MOST EFFECTIVE AND CAPABLE TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE. SUE ANN ALBERS ASSUMED THE 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF LEADERSHIP EACH TIME I WENT HIKING AND LED THE TEAM SUPERBLY. 

MY HEAVENLY FATHER. LAST AND MOST IMPORTANTLY I MUST ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S 

PRESENCE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE JOURNEY. HIS PROTECTION AND BLESSING AND 

PROVISIONS ALONG THE WAY WERE SO EVIDENT. ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS I HAVE NO 

DOUBT HE PLACED THE RIGHT PEOPLE IN THE RIGHT PLACES AT THE RIGHT TIMES. 


